
Australian 
Centre for 
Disease Control 
and IPC

Fiona De Sousa
Nurse Manager
Infection Prevention and Control 
Unit, Hospitals North –
Tasmanian Health Service
fiona.de.sousa@ths.tas.gov.au



Conflict of Interest

Credentialled member of the Australasian College of Infection 
Prevention and Control 

Member of the ACIPC Conference Committee.



Department of Health

I acknowledge the traditional 
owners of this Country and 
recognise Aboriginal people’s 
continuing connection to Land, 
Sea, Waterways, Sky and Culture. 

I pay respects to Elders, 
past and present, and also 
acknowledge my
Aboriginal colleagues who are 
present today

Artwork adapted from Takira 
Simon-Brown’s Health naryi.



Outline

• What is a centre for disease control (CDC) ?
• Does Australia need a CDC
• International examples
• Interim Aus CDC – www.cdc.gov.au
• Transition to Australian CDC
• So what ……………
• ACIPC position  statement

http://www.cdc.gov.au/


What is a Centre for Disease Control (CDC)?

• An organisation dedicated to protecting public health
• Address public health emergencies and ensure better health 

outcomes for populations.
• Aim to build upon existing strengths and capabilities while protecting 

against future health threats.
• Monitor health trends and track disease outbreaks.
• Conduct research to understand diseases and develop prevention and 

treatment strategies.
• Develop and implement policies and guidelines to address public health 

concerns.
• Collaborate with other organisations and agencies to share information and 

coordinate responses.
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CDCs Around the World
Location Name Year

Canada Public Health Agency of Canada 2004 www.canada.ca/en/public-health

America Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 1946 www.cdc.gov

France French Public Health Agency 2016 www.santepubliquefrance.fr/

Switzerland Federal Office of Public Health ? www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home.html

European 
Union

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control

2005 www.ecdc.europa.eu/en

UK UK Health Security Agency 2021 www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-
health-security-agency

Singapore Communicable Disease Agency 2025 www.cda.gov.sg/

Taiwan Taiwan Centres for Disease Control 1990 www.cdc.gov.tw/En

African 
Continent

Africa Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention

2016 www.africacdc.org/#

http://www.canada.ca/en/public-health
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/
http://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home.html
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-health-security-agency
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-health-security-agency
http://www.cda.gov.sg/
http://www.cdc.gov.tw/En
http://www.africacdc.org/


CDCs Around the World
Canada USA France Swiss Europe UK Singa-

pore
Taiwan Africa

Health promotion X X X X X X X

Disease prevention & control X X X X X X X

Expert advice & guidance X X X X X X

National PH program X X X X X

International PH collaboration X X X X X X

Health workforce development X X X X X

Disease surveillance, evaluation, 
data analysis

X X X X X X X

Emergency Preparedness & 
response

X X X X X X

National Stockpile Management X X

Other X X X X X
Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care, 2023; Organisation websites
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Interim Aus CDC
• Established 1st January 2024
• AIM -  “improve the health of all Australians by working to protect 

the country from health threats”
• Step one in the Federal governments establishing of an Australian 

CDC
• Currently part of the Department of Health and Aged Care
• Work to establish the Australian CDC to be informed by:

• COVID-19 Response Inquiry outcomes
• operations of the interim CDC
• lessons from recent communicable disease events 

https://www.cdc.gov.au/about/about-interim-australian-centre-disease-control-cdc



Interim Aus CDC – What has it done ?

https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/first-year-achievements

Australian National Surveillance Plan for COVID-19, Influenza, and RSV 
Fortnightly reporting on these respiratory disease rates 

Supported Australia’s preparedness for H5N1 avian influenza outbreak 
Whole-of-government One Health approach

Ninth National HIV Strategy 2024–2030 
Guiding Australia to eliminate HIV

BeforePlay STI campaign 
Promote safe sex. 

National Occupational Respiratory Disease Registry 
Inform policies / actions to reduce occupational diseases



Interim Aus CDC – What has it done ?

https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/first-year-achievements

Developing the National Immunisation Strategy 2025–2030
Due for release in 2025

National preparedness exercises for complex, compounding crises with 
health consequences.

Delivered the Preliminary Data Strategy for the Australian CDC
Establish the Australian CDC as a data-driven organisation

Established the One Health Unit 
Increase national capacity to address animal, environment and human 
health risks

Established the Health Security Unit 
Focused on early detection and analysis of threats 



Late 2022
CDC design 

scoping and public 
consultation

October 2023
Scoping work to inform a 

future National Public 
Health Surveillance System 

and data strategy

2023-24 Budget 
$90.9m to establish CDC 
and new capabilities in 
One Health and health 

security

Health Ministers agreed 
to Statement of Intent

November 2023
Outlining shared commitment 
to establishing an Australian 

CDC

Launch of Interim CDC 
1 January 2024

Focusing on enhancing national health 
emergency preparedness, strengthening 
partnerships and improving delivery of 

public health advice

April 2024 
One Health Unit 

established to lead 
collaborative 
approach to 

improve human, 
animal and 

environmental 
health June 2024

Commonwealth, 
state and territory 
health emergency 

planning series begin

July 2024
Health Security Unit 

established to work with 
the Australian 

intelligence community 
and support early 

detection and analysis 
of health threats

October 2024 
COVID-19 Response 

Inquiry reports findings 
to Government

November 2024
Government commits $251.7 

million to commence the 
next stage of the CDC’s 

establishment

Launch of Australian 
CDC

1 January 2026
The Australian CDC will be 

established as an 
independent entity within 

the Health and Aged Care 
Portfolio. Subject to 

passage of legislation

Australian CDC 
Establishment Roadmap

Delivering outcomes and improvements

Ongoing 
scale up of CDCScoping, design and establishment 

Appointment of the 
Head of the CDC

From 2025
Development and 

passage of 
legislation to 

establish 
standalone CDC

From 2025
Negotiate data and 
intergovernmental 

agreements 
between the 

Commonwealth 
and States and 

Territories



Stated Benefits of an Australian CDC

• Deliver trusted health advice to improve health outcomes for Australia
• Preparedness for the next pandemic through early detection and 

analysis of health threats, 
• Partner with key stakeholders to deliver positive outcomes,
• Modernise the national disease surveillance and data systems as a 

frontline defence against communicable infections,
• Roll out a national wastewater surveillance program to detect emerging 

diseases
• Strengthen Australia’s preparedness levels to respond to future health 

challenges.
https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/establishing-australian-centre-disease-control
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So What …………….
• CDNA Series of National Guidelines 

(SoNG) Updates
• Avian Influenza in Humans

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/cdna-series-of-national-guidelines-songs

https://www.health.tas.gov.au/newsletters/communicable-disease-prevention-unit-bulletin-0

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/cdna-series-of-national-guidelines-songs
https://www.health.tas.gov.au/newsletters/communicable-disease-prevention-unit-bulletin-0
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So What …………….
• CDNA Series of National Guidelines 

(SoNG) Updates
• Avian Influenza in Humans
• Coronavirus (Covid-19)
• Mpox
• Pertussis
• Syphilis
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So What …………….
• Bird Flu Tool Kit for People who Work with 

Birds

https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/bird-flu-toolkit-people-who-work-birds



So What …………….
• Shigella Fact Sheet

https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/protect-yourself-community-shigella



So What …………….
• Preliminary Data Strategy on a page
• National Microbial Genomics Framework 

2025 - 2027

https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources



ACIPC Position 
Statement
• Published April 2025
• Support for an Australian CDC
• Concern re lack of IPC expertise in the 

proposed CDC
• Calling for formal representation and 

permanent inclusion of IPC as a speciality

ACIPC 2025



ACIPC recommends the 
Australian CDC includes 
IPC experts to ensure: 

• expert IPC guidance during future pandemics 
• a comprehensive national IPC infrastructure 
• an effective national surveillance program for 

Healthcare Associated Infections (HAIs)
•  infectious disease prevention and control is 

optimal across the entire community 
•  healthcare facilities and community settings 

can implement standardised IPC protocols 
and guidelines 

• a One Health approach for broader disease 
prevention 

ACIPC 2025



How to Engage with the Interim CDC

• ‘Contact us’
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