[image: cid:01434793-20AD-4242-B971-BCBDF1D001D0][image: ][image: ]MEDIA RELEASE
December 2016
[bookmark: _GoBack]
DRUG SHORTAGES PUTTING PATIENTS AT RISK

Senior hospital clinicians are calling on state and territory health departments to address the growing problem of drug shortages in our hospitals.
They say delays in the system are interrupting the supply of essential medications, such as Vancomycin and other antimicrobials.
“Disruptions are becoming increasingly common in Australian hospitals and for people who rely on antibiotics that’s a real concern” says Professor Peter Collignon, a professor of microbiology at the Australian National University.
“Often treatment is time-critical and the use of alternative agents may be associated with poorer effectiveness, an increased risk of resistance and/or greater toxicity”
Professor Collignon, who is also patron of The Australasian College for Infection Prevention and Control (ACIPC), says government should take a greater responsibility in maintaining secure supply. 
“We are urging state and territory departments of health, who are primarily responsible for hospital care, to ensure that provisions for the supply of antibiotics recognise their important role in treating severe infection” 
Professor Allen Cheng, from the Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases (ASID), suggests that current state contracts should include provisions for the continued supply of drugs of clinical significance. 
“They should also provide notice regarding potential problems and have an obligation to source alternative supplies where they exist.”

ENDS

For further information, please contact Professor Ramon Shaban on +61 478 312 668 or Professor Peter Collignon on +61 262 442 891


About ACIPC
The ACIPC is the peak body for Infection Prevention and Control in the Australasian region. The college supports infection prevention and control professionals by providing them with support, networking, knowledge and up to date information relevant to their area of practice. www.acipc.org.au
Australasian College for Infection Prevention and Control LTD GPO Box 3254, Brisbane QLD Australia 4001 Tel: +61 7 3211 4695 E: admin@acipc.org.au W: www.acipc.org.au

About ASID
The Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases is the peak professional body for infectious diseases and microbiology in the region.  Membership encompasses Infectious Diseases Physicians, Clinical Microbiologists, Scientists, Infection Control Practitioners, Public Health Physicians, Sexual Health Physicians, Veterinarians and others eminent in the field of infectious diseases. 
ASID Secretariat Level 7, 46-56 Kippax Street, Surry Hills NSW 2010 Australia Tel: +61 282 040 797 E: admin@asid.net.au W: www.asid.net.au  
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